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Assemblyman	
  Jeff	
  Gorell	
  has	
  worked	
  hard	
  this	
  year	
  with	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  making	
  sure	
  that	
  legislation	
  coming	
  out	
  of	
  
Sacramento	
  helps	
  California	
  families.	
  	
  Some	
  of	
  the	
  legislation	
  that	
  Assemblyman	
  Gorell	
  has	
  supported	
  have	
  now	
  
passed	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  state	
  legislature	
  in	
  the	
  final	
  days	
  of	
  the	
  2014	
  session,	
  and	
  have	
  been	
  sent	
  to	
  Governor	
  Jerry	
  
Brown	
  for	
  his	
  signature.	
  	
  This	
  page	
  will	
  be	
  updated	
  as	
  the	
  Governor	
  chooses	
  to	
  either	
  sign	
  or	
  veto	
  each	
  bill.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

AB	
  49:	
  	
  California	
  Breast	
  Cancer	
  Awareness	
  License	
  Plate	
  

Assemblyman	
  Jeff	
  Gorell	
  co-­‐authored	
  this	
  
legislation	
  to	
  require	
  that	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  
Health	
  Care	
  Services	
  (DHCS)	
  sponsor	
  a	
  breast	
  
cancer	
  awareness	
  special	
  interest	
  license	
  plate	
  in	
  
order	
  to	
  raise	
  awareness	
  of	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  
breast	
  cancer	
  screenings	
  and	
  to	
  increase	
  funding	
  
for	
  the	
  state’s	
  Every	
  Woman	
  Counts	
  program.	
  	
  	
  

Every	
  Woman	
  Counts	
  is	
  part	
  of	
  DHCS’s	
  Cancer	
  
Detection	
  and	
  Treatment	
  Branch	
  and	
  provides	
  
free	
  clinical	
  breast	
  exams,	
  mammograms,	
  pelvic	
  exams,	
  and	
  Pap	
  tests	
  to	
  California’s	
  underserved	
  women.	
  	
  	
  
The	
  mission	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  is	
  to	
  save	
  lives	
  by	
  preventing	
  and	
  reducing	
  the	
  devastating	
  effects	
  of	
  cancer	
  for	
  
Californians	
  through	
  education,	
  early	
  detection,	
  diagnosis,	
  treatment,	
  and	
  integrated	
  preventive	
  services,	
  with	
  
special	
  emphasis	
  on	
  the	
  underserved.	
  

	
  

AB	
  1559:	
  	
  Newborn	
  ALD	
  Screening	
  Program	
  

This	
  bill	
  would	
  require	
  the	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Public	
  Health	
  to	
  expand	
  statewide	
  screening	
  of	
  newborn	
  
children	
  to	
  include	
  screening	
  for	
  adrenoleukodystrophy	
  (ALD).	
  	
  

ALD	
  can	
  cause	
  injury	
  to	
  the	
  brain,	
  nerves,	
  and	
  adrenal	
  
glands.	
  	
  The	
  first	
  signs	
  of	
  ALD	
  are	
  behavioral	
  and	
  rapidly	
  
lead	
  to	
  a	
  vegetative	
  state	
  and	
  ultimately	
  death.	
  	
  The	
  
childhood	
  form	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  severe	
  and	
  affects	
  boys	
  between	
  
the	
  ages	
  of	
  four	
  and	
  eight	
  years	
  old.	
  	
  Unless	
  treated	
  before	
  
symptoms	
  show,	
  children	
  affected	
  with	
  ALD	
  will	
  die	
  within	
  a	
  
few	
  months	
  to	
  a	
  few	
  years.	
  	
  Early	
  detection	
  and	
  treatment	
  
provides	
  dramatically	
  better	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  for	
  the	
  affected	
  
individuals	
  and	
  their	
  families.	
  	
  	
  

	
  



AB	
  1579:	
  	
  Extending	
  CalWORKs	
  Eligibility	
  to	
  Pregnant	
  Women	
  

Under	
  current	
  law,	
  a	
  pregnant	
  woman	
  without	
  
CalWORKs-­‐aided	
  children	
  cannot	
  receive	
  CalWORKs	
  
assistance	
  until	
  she	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  third	
  trimester	
  of	
  her	
  
pregnancy.	
  	
  This	
  bill	
  seeks	
  to	
  ensure	
  healthier	
  babies	
  
are	
  born	
  to	
  women	
  who	
  are	
  pregnant	
  and	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  
assistance	
  by	
  granting	
  CalWORKs	
  aid	
  to	
  eligible	
  
women	
  beginning	
  in	
  their	
  second	
  trimester	
  of	
  
pregnancy.	
  	
  

In	
  addition	
  to	
  providing	
  benefits	
  that	
  can	
  help	
  needy	
  
pregnant	
  women	
  lead	
  healthier	
  lives	
  during	
  
pregnancy	
  and	
  decrease	
  stress	
  levels	
  due	
  to	
  financial	
  instability,	
  the	
  California	
  Partnership	
  to	
  End	
  Domestic	
  
Violence	
  (CPEDV)	
  also	
  notes	
  the	
  correlation	
  between	
  financial	
  stability	
  and	
  freedom	
  from	
  domestic	
  violence.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  CalWORKs	
  program	
  provides	
  monthly	
  income	
  assistance	
  and	
  employment-­‐related	
  services	
  aimed	
  at	
  
moving	
  children	
  out	
  of	
  poverty	
  and	
  helping	
  families	
  meet	
  basic	
  needs.	
  	
  Federal	
  funding	
  for	
  CalWORKs	
  comes	
  
from	
  the	
  TANF	
  block	
  grant.	
  	
  The	
  average	
  monthly	
  cash	
  grant	
  for	
  a	
  family	
  of	
  three	
  on	
  CalWORKs	
  (one	
  parent	
  and	
  
two	
  children)	
  is	
  $463.	
  	
  According	
  to	
  recent	
  data	
  from	
  the	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Social	
  Services,	
  554,292	
  
families	
  rely	
  on	
  CalWORKs,	
  including	
  over	
  one	
  million	
  children.	
  	
  Nearly	
  80%	
  of	
  the	
  children	
  are	
  under	
  	
  
age	
  twelve.	
  

	
  

AB	
  1850:	
  	
  Restraining	
  Orders	
  

This	
  bill	
  clarifies	
  that	
  children	
  who	
  are	
  physically	
  present	
  at	
  
the	
  time	
  of	
  acts	
  of	
  domestic	
  violence	
  are,	
  by	
  definition,	
  
witnesses	
  to	
  the	
  domestic	
  violence	
  and	
  have	
  suffered	
  harm	
  
within	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  the	
  statute,	
  thereby	
  permitting	
  the	
  
court	
  to	
  issue	
  orders	
  to	
  protect	
  them.	
  

Minors	
  who	
  are	
  present	
  during	
  domestic	
  violence	
  are	
  almost	
  
always	
  the	
  children	
  of	
  the	
  abusee,	
  abuser,	
  or	
  both,	
  and	
  
almost	
  invariably	
  the	
  emotional	
  and	
  psychological	
  victims	
  of	
  
the	
  abuse.	
  	
  Some	
  of	
  these	
  are	
  infants	
  and	
  young	
  children	
  
who	
  cannot	
  attest	
  to	
  the	
  abuse,	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  requirement	
  for	
  
protection	
  under	
  existing	
  law.	
  	
  However,	
  there	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  any	
  requirement	
  that	
  even	
  older	
  minors	
  re-­‐live	
  
the	
  abuse	
  by	
  having	
  to	
  attest	
  to	
  what	
  they	
  have	
  seen	
  and	
  heard,	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  damaging	
  effect	
  that	
  this	
  abuse	
  has	
  
had	
  on	
  their	
  lives	
  -­‐	
  especially	
  when	
  to	
  do	
  so	
  often	
  requires	
  them	
  to	
  choose	
  between	
  their	
  mother	
  and	
  their	
  
father.	
  	
  These	
  children	
  are	
  very	
  often	
  used	
  as	
  pawns	
  by	
  the	
  abuser	
  to	
  manipulate	
  the	
  abusee	
  to	
  drop	
  the	
  
charges,	
  to	
  not	
  testify	
  in	
  court,	
  or	
  in	
  other	
  ways.	
  

	
  


