Comparison of Obama Administration Gun Violence Preention Proposals
and Current California Law and Practices

President’s proposa’

Current California law

“Require background checks for all g
sales”

California already does that. California’s tramséavs apply
to private party sales and there is no “gun shaptole” in
California because those transactions are sulgextrtent
background check requirements. Penal Code § 280&€g.

“Call onlicensed dealers and prive

sellers to do their part through executive

action”

Not applicable

“Address unnecessary legal barriers -
prevent states from reporting informatio|
about those prohibited from having gun

This is federal HIPAA regulation-related.

Not applicable. Requires federal act
n
5.There is no conflict between HIPAA and existingifoahia
law that prevents transmission of information te th
Department of Justice. There is an exemption uHtlRAA
allowing mental health professionals to discussquted
health information with law enforcement when neageg$o
prevent or lessen a serious and imminent threthietbealth
or safety of the patient or others. Communicatiogisveen
law enforcement and the Department of Justice putsio
Welfare and Institutions Code § 8105(c), and
communications between a mental health evaluasiotitf
and the Department of Justice pursuant to Welfade a
Institutions Code 8§ 8103(f)(2) do not involve hihalt
information protected under HIPAA, but only theritity of
an individual subject to firearms restrictions.

“Improve incentives for states to shi
information with the background check
system.” DOJ will invest $20 million in
FY 2013 to give states stronger incentiy
to make this data available. The
Administration is also proposing $50
million for this purpose in FY 2014 and
will look for additional ways to ensure
that states are doing their part to provid
relevant information.

California is already turning over all mental hé:
information that the federal government requeStsme
categories of mental health prohibited personsate¢urned
egver. California has a few unique categories ofitale
patients (those who make a credible threat agaimst
identifiable victims are “prohibited persons” (catn
own/possess firearms) for six months) that arduroed
over to the federal database. Whether they sHurild
edebatable and under review.

“Hold federal agencieaccountable fo
sharing reliable information with the
background check system.”

Not applicable

“Make sure dangerous people
prohibited from having guns.” No other
details specified. The Attorney Genera
tasked to review existing laws.

Californiaalready has numerous categories of prohit
persons under current law. California prohibitapag
isthers, all convicted felons, those convicted @fcsped
violent misdemeanors (for 10 years), those who heen
committed to a mental facility by a court, and énego
were forced to undergo an evaluation becauselokat to
self or others from owning or possessing firearthéf
treating health professional agrees that the passamanger
to self or others.




Since the federal proposal is vacit is unclear whethe
California complies with whatever standard is eiovied by
the Obama Administration. New York’s recent |lavded
those who renounce their citizenship, fugitives] #legal
aliens to those who are ineligible for a New Yotkg
license. Itis not clear what President Obamamasind for
this proposal. California already has one of thdest
definitions of prohibited persons of any state.

“Reinstate and strengthen the bar
assault weapons.” By “strengthen,” the
report states that “manufacturers were
able to circumvent the prohibition with
cosmetic modifications to their weapons

California already has an assault weapons Penal Code
30510 et seq. It bans, with exceptions, the sale,
manufacture, and possession of assault weapons. It
enumerates a list of weapons by brand name, make, a
.model (Penal Code § 30510) and those with specified
generic characteristics (Penal Code § 30515). clinent
California definition may not comport with whatever
definition is proposed to deal with the “cosmetic
modifications” critique.

Senator Yee has introduced legislation that woald the
use of the magazine magnet and bullet button tdeeva
having a firearm classified as having a “detachable
magazine” — a major component of the generic dedimiof
an assault weapon. A similar bill was held in thesémbly
Appropriations Committee in 2012, SB 249.

“Limit ammunition magazines to 1
rounds.” Itis not clear from the
President’s proposal whether the “limit”
will apply to manufacture and
sale/transfer only or to possession as W

California alreadyprohibits manufacture and sale of “la-
capacity” magazines.

Penal Code § 16740 defines a “large-capacity magaais”
eliny ammunition feeding device with the capacitadoept

more than 10 rounds, but shall not be construéatctade

any of the following:

(a) A feeding device that has been permanentlyealteo

that it cannot accommodate more than 10 rounds.

(b) A .22 caliber tube ammunition feeding device.

(c) A tubular magazine that is contained in a leagtion

firearm.”

Penal Code § 32310 provides that “Except as prohiide
Article 2 (commencing with Section 32400) of thisapter
[sales to law enforcement] and in Chapter 1 (corraimgn
with Section 17700) of Division 2 of Title 2, comnang
January 1, 2000 [bequests, other exemptions], arsop in
this state who manufactures or causes to be manugdc
imports into the state, keeps for sale, or offerexposes for
sale, or who gives, or lends, any large-capacitganane is
punishable by imprisonment in a county jail noteeding
one year or imprisonment pursuant to subdivisigroth
Section 1170 [a realigned felony].

California does not penalize mere possession arfge}

capacity magazine.




“Finish the job of getting arm-piercing

bullets off the street.” The criticism her¢

is that federal law does not make it illeg
to possess or transfer this information.

This is adequaly covered by current Cifornia law:
aPenal Code § 12022.2 provides that “any person whie
armed with a firearm in the commission or attempted
commission of any felony, has in his or her immégia
possession ammunition for the firearm designed gmiignto
penetrate metal or armor, shall upon convictiothat
felony or attempted felony, in addition and consieeuto
the punishment prescribed for the felony or attemipt
felony, be punished by an additional term of 3410
years.”

Penal Code § 30315 provides “Any person, firm, or
corporation who, within this state knowingly possesany
handgun ammunition designed primarily to penetmad¢al
or armor is guilty of a public offense and uponiotion
thereof shall be punished by imprisonment purst@nt
subdivision (h) of Section 1170, or in the coury for a
term not to exceed one year, or by a fine not teed five
thousand dollars ($5,000), or by both that fine and
imprisonment.” (This is a realigned wobbler.)

Penal Code § 30320 provides “Any person, firm, or
corporation who, within this state, manufacturegyarts,
sells, offers to sell, or knowingly transports dandgun
ammunition designed primarily to penetrate metadromnor
is guilty of a felony and upon conviction thereb&ll be
punished by imprisonment in state prison, or biya fot to
exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000), or by bbbt fine
and imprisonment.”

“Create serious punishments for ¢
trafficking.” “Today, criminals can easil
buy guns from unlicensed dealers, or
acquire them with the help of so-called
“straw purchasers” who pass the requir
background check to buy guns from
licensed dealers. But there is no explicit
law against straw purchasing, so straw
purchasers and others who traffic guns
can often only be prosecuted for
paperwork violations. We cannot allow
those who help put guns into the hands
criminals to get away with just a slap on
the wrist. Congress should close these
loopholes with new gun trafficking laws
that impose serious penalties for these
crimes.”

California already has penalties applicable todist

y purchasers.” Penal Code § 27500 provides thatN¢a)
person, corporation, or firm shall knowingly sellpply,
deliver, or give possession or control of a fireaonany

agherson within any of the classes prohibited by @rad
(commencing with Section 29800) or Chapter 3
(commencing with Section 29900) of Division 9.
(b) No person, corporation, or dealer shall selbpy,
deliver, or give possession or control of a fireaonanyone
whom the person, corporation, or dealer has caukelieve
is within any of the classes prohibited by Chagter
qtommencing with Section 29800) or Chapter 3
(commencing with Section 29900) of Division 9 oittitle,
or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Insting
Code.”

Penal Code § 27515 provides “No person, corporation
dealer shall sell, loan, or transfer a firearmrgane whom
the person, corporation, or dealer knows or hasectu
believe is not the actual purchaser or transfefdieeo

firearm, or to anyone who is not the one actuading




loaned the firearm, if the person, corporationdealer ha:
either of the following:

(a) Knowledge that the firearm is to be subseqyesuid,
loaned, or transferred to avoid the provisionsext®n
27540 or 27545.

(b) Knowledge that the firearm is to be subseqyesuid,
loaned, or transferred to avoid the requirementngf
exemption to the provisions of Section 27540 ordb5

Penal Code § 27520 provides “No person, corporation
dealer shall acquire a firearm for the purposectiirg,
loaning, or transferring the firearm, if the person
corporation, or dealer has either of the following:

(a) In the case of a dealer, intent to violate 8827510
[transfer of handgun to person under 21 prohibited7540
[10-day waiting requirement and other firearms\aely
requirements].

(b) In any other case, intent to avoid either effbllowing:
(1) The provisions of Section 27545 [the requirettat
firearms be transferred through a licensed dealérav
background check].

(2) The requirements of any exemption to the pioris of
Section 27545.”

Penalties are specified in Penal Code § 27590nsTess to 4
prohibited person are punishable as a wobblerfelbay
provisions of which are subject to realignment dierate in
county jail unless the person has a current or ggoous
felony, violent felony, or a sex offense requirnegistration
as a sex offender).

“Help communities across the coun
keep 15,000 cops on the street.” “One
the most important steps we can take tg
reduce gun violence is to keep police
officers at their posts in our
neighborhoods and communities. The
President is calling on Congress to act
the Administration’s $4 billion proposal
to help keep 15,000 cops on the street
cities and towns across the country.”

Not applicable
of
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“Take executive action to enhance trac
data.”

Not applicable

“Take executive action to help le
enforcement avoid returning guns to the
wrong hands.”

Penal Code § 338(a) provides Any person who claim
title to any firearm that is in the custody or gohof a court
or law enforcement agency and who wishes to haae th
firearm returned shall make application for a deiaation
by the Department of Justice as to whether theicpylis
eligible to possess a firearm. The applicationlshalude
the following:

(1) The applicant’s name, date and place of bi¢mder,

telephone number, and complete address.




(2) Whether the applicant is a United States aitizkthe
applicant is not a United States citizen, the aagilon shall
also include the applicant’s country of citizensaig the
applicant’s alien registration or 1-94 number.

(3) If the firearm is a handgun, and commencingidanl,
2014, any firearm, the firearm’s make, model, calitbarrel
length, handgun type, country of origin, and seriahber,
provided, however, that if the firearm is not adhgum and
does not have a serial number, identification nuynire
identification mark assigned to it, there shalblygace on
the application to note that fact.

(4) For residents of California, the applicant'sida
California driver’s license number or valid Califioet
identification card number issued by the Departnoént
Motor Vehicles. For nonresidents of California,cgyg of the
applicant’s military identification with orders iwting that
the individual is stationed in California, or a gagf the
applicant’s valid driver’s license from the applita state of
residence, or a copy of the applicant’s state itieation
card from the applicant’s state of residence. Copfahe
documents provided by non-California residents|diel
notarized.

(5) The name of the court or law enforcement agency
holding the firearm.

(6) The signature of the applicant and the datgfature.
(7) Any person furnishing a fictitious name or askdr or
knowingly furnishing any incorrect information or
knowingly omitting any information required to beopided
for the application, including any notarized infation
pursuant to paragraph (4), shall be guilty of adeimseanor.
(b) A person who owns a firearm that is in the cdgtof a
court or law enforcement agency and who does nslt va
obtain possession of the firearm, and the fireagrami
otherwise legal firearm, and the person otherwisertght to
title of the firearm, shall be entitled to selltansfer title of
the firearm to a licensed dealer.

(c) Any person furnishing a fictitious name or aahdr, or
knowingly furnishing any incorrect information or
knowingly omitting any information required to beopided
for the application, including any notarized infation
pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (a), isiglable as
a misdemeanor.”

“Give the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacc
Firearms and Explosives a confirmed
director.”

Not applicable (According to theNew York Times, since
2006, when federal law was changed to require iteetdr
of the Bureau to be subject to Senate confirmatibe,
Senate has failed to confirm any nominee by efhiesident
George W. Bush or President Obama . . . Mr. [Tdddes
[President Obama'’s nominee] is the bureau’s fiftfing
director since 2006.”)
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/17/us/politics/obama
presses-senate-to-confirm-atf-director.htmi#® r




“Eliminate restrictions that force the Al
to authorize importation of dangerous
weapons simply because of their age.”

Not applicabl because California does not regul
importation of firearms. However, curio and rdlrearms
are exempt from a number of California restricti¢ag., 10-
day waiting period, the requirement that a persma b
licensed firearms dealer prior to selling, leaging
transferring firearms, etc.).

“Maximize enforcement efforts to preve
gun violence and prosecute gun crime.’

Not applicable. The President’s proposal refetsi¢owvork
of the U.S. Attorneys. California could, for exdmp
upgrade the California Department of Justice’s Atme
Prohibited Persons Program.

“Analyze information on lost and stol
guns and make it widely available to lav
enforcement.”

No state law requires this. According to a departt
Vrepresentative, the Department of Justice doey podztice.
Local law enforcement practices on this are unknown

Appropriate $14 million to help trai
14,000 law enforcement officers, first
responders, and school officials on
effective training for active shooter
situations.

Not applicable

“End the freeze on gun violen
research.” Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) and other scientific agencies hay
been barred by Congress from using fu
to “advocate or promote gun control,” a
some members of Congress have claim
this prohibition also bans the CDC from
conducting any research on the causes
gun violence.

» Conduct research on the causes
and prevention of gun violence,
including links between video
games, media images, and
violence.

Better understand how and whe
firearms are used in violent
death.”

Not applicable There are no known California lay
restricting this type of research in CaliforniaC Davis has
econducted these types of studies for years.
ndstp://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/vprp/aboutus/wintenhital
nd
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“Preserve the rights of health c:
providers to protect their patients and
communities from gun violence.” This
relates to interpretations of HIPAA and
the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare).

Not afplicable

“Encourage gun owners to live up to th
responsibility to store guns safely.”

* Launch a national responsible g
ownership campaign.

safety standards for gun locks a
gun safes

Not applicable Responsible gun ownership is most certa
not the cause of gun violence in California, nor asithe
nation.

un

Review and enhance as warranted

nd

Encourage the development of




innavative gun safety technolog

“Take executive action to provic
incentives for schools to hire school
resource officers.”

Not applicable

“Put up to 1,000 new school resout
officers and school counselors on the
job.”

“The program will give $150 million to
school districts and law enforcement
agencies to hire school resource
officers, school psychologists, social
workers, and counselors.”

Not applicable Note that California has nearly 10,0
schools, so if California received 12% of theséceft, it
would be only 120 school resource officerscounselors to
be distributed amongst nearly 10,000 schools.

Many California school districts have police / sgiyu
departments:

Apple Valley Unified School District Police
Department

Baldwin Park Unified School District Police
Department

Compton Unified School District Police Departme
Elk Grove School District Police Department
Fontana School District Police Department
Glendale College District Police Department
Hesperia School District Police Department
Huntington Beach Union High School District
Police Department

Inglewood Unified School District Police
Department

Kern High School District Police Department

Los Angeles School Police Department
Montebello Unified School District Police
Department

Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School District School
Safety Department

Oakland Unified School District Police Departmer

San Bernardino City Unified School District Police

Department

San Diego City Schools Police Department
Santa Ana Unified School District Police
Department

Stockton Unified School District Police Departme
Twin Rivers Police Department

Victor Valley Union High School District Police
Department

West Contra Costa Unified School District Police
Department

Hundreds of other districts employ the servicesabiool
resource officers, though the exact number is edusecause
it is accomplished through local agreements arté\stde
data is not collected.
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If all 1,000 resource officers in the President’s plene
placed in the Golden State, it would only reach i%he
schools, and that assumes that all 1,000 woulésmurce
officers. Even that might not be the case becthese
President’s proposal authorizes 1,000 resourceesffand
counselors, social workers, and school psycholegishe
impact in California would probably be fairly minah

“Invest in other strategies to make «
schools safe. School districts could als
use these Comprehensive School Safet
Grants to purchase school safety
equipment; develop and update school
safety plans; conduct threat assessmen
and train ‘crisis intervention teams’ of g
enforcement officers to work with the
mental health community to respond to
and assist student in crisis. And the
General Services Administration will use
its purchasing power to help schools bu
safety equipment affordably.

Since 199, California requires each public school to ado
b Comprehensive School Safety Plan. (Education G&de
y32280-32289). California also provides a Schod§a

Consolidated Competitive Grant for violence prei@nand

a School Safety Block Grant for violence preveniion
tgrades 8-12. Both programs are frozen at 2008+08img
wevels and “flexed” so local school districts mageuhose

funds for any purpose.

1%
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“Give schools and other institution:
model for how to develop and implemer
reliable [Comprehensive Emergency
Management] plans.”

Since 199, California requires each public school to ado
tComprehensive School Safety Plan. (Education G&de
32280-32289). The California Department of Edwrati
(CDE) provides technical assistance and trainirthen
development of those plans, which include respottses
natural disasters and to threats of violence.dttiten, the
CDE is required to electronically distribute digast
preparedness educational materials and lesson thlaingre
currently available to local school districts amdioty
offices of education. (Education Code § 32282.5.)

“Help schools develop and impleme
emergency plans.”

Since 199, California requires each public school to ado
Comprehensive School Safety Plan. (Education G&de
32280-32289.) The Department of Education provides
technical assistance and training in the developmithose
plans, which include responses to natural disasteigo
threats of violence. A schedule of training isikalde at:
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ss/vp/scvptraining.asp

“Help 8,000schools create safer and m
nurturing school climates.”

In October 2010, California became one of 11 steaéextec
to receive a Safe and Supportive Schools (S3) framt the
U.S. Department of Education, Office of Safe anddoFree
Schools. This four-year grant is intended to suppo
statewide measurement of conditions for learnimgpn
also as school climate), as well as targeted pnogratic
interventions to improve those conditions. Theg&$t
addresses issues of school safety and bullyingtaote
abuse, positive relationships, other learning stppad
student engagement. The grant targets California's
comprehensive high schools (grades 9-12) with tbatgst
needs in multiple areas of school climate. The-fe@ar

grant period runs from October 2010 through Septmb




2014

“Share best practices on sch
discipline.”

The proposal is to have the federal governmenedissate
“best practices.” Schools might benefit from sach
proposal.

In California, the CDE provides extensive assistanc
developing safe school environments; specificalbffers
the following training:

Bullying Prevention and Intervention: Training sessions
assist teachers, administrators, parents, studmntsficated
staff, risk management, and community membersdease
their knowledge of the dynamics of bullying, havgreater
understanding of a systematic approach to bullyémgi,
increase their skills in identifying and implemenigti
strategies to address bullying.

Crisis Response: Training sessions increase participants'
knowledge of the National Incident Management Syste
(NIMS), the State Emergency Management System (SEN
and the Incident Command System (ICS) procedusdsatie
required courses of action to follow when an ewerdrisis
occurs. The training also leads participants thinaihg
process of creating Crisis Response Plans, whigh ar
components of a school site's comprehensive S@ufety
Plan.

Safe School Planning: Training sessions provide teachers
administrators, parents, students, certificatefd, stak
management, and community members with an in-depth
review of an effective safe school planning process
guides participants to creating comprehensive, diamtp
School Safety Plans.

=

“Reach 750,000 young pele through
programs to identify mental illness early
and refer them to treatment.”

California law already establishes prevention aatiye
intervention programs as a component of Propos@rthe
Mental Health Services Act (MHSA), approved by veten
November 2, 2004. Proposition 63 imposes a 1 perce
income tax on personal income in excess of $1anillo
expand mental health services to individuals wibese
mental illness or mental health disorders. UndeMIHSA,
the State Department of Health Care Services, in
coordination with counties, is required to estdbls
prevention and early intervention program to préveental
illnesses from becoming severe and disabling. fakeklnd
Institutions Code § 5840-5840.2). Prevention eady
intervention funds may be used to broaden the pia@viof
community-based mental health services by adding
prevention and early intervention services or &gty to
these services.

“Provide ‘Mental Health First Aid

training for teachers.”

There is no reuirement to be trained or specific progran

provide training to teachers in California in metealth

S



first aid. Programs are available in many locatjanc
school districts may use professional developmamis or
other unrestricted funds to pay for such training.

“Make sure students with signs of mer
illness get referred to treatment.”

Services for mental health are not necessarilyigeavby
schools. The children’s system of care is fundethb state
through the Department of Mental Health and adrteresi
by county departments of health. Services providelide:
delivery of integrated human services to childrétiw
serious emotional disturbances who are at riskutbd
home placement with the goal to keep these childaés, in
home, in school, and out of the juvenile justicstem.

Local education agencies do participate in theyBdental
Health Initiative funded through the State Deparihué
Health. The target population of EMHI funded progs is
students in kindergarten through third grades wdngetbeen
identified as experiencing mild to moderate school
adjustment difficulties.

The CDE also has a school-linked service progrdiacca
Healthy Start. It represents an opportunity fot Xschools
to involve themselves in a comprehensive partnprishi
reform the current delivery of support servicestiglents
and their families. This is achieved by the formatof new
partnerships between schools and health and huengices
agencies.

“Support individuals ages 16 to 25 at h
risk for mental iliness.”

California law alreay establishes the infrastructure
supporting both children and young adults at higk fior
mental illness.

For individuals under the age of 18, the Childréviental
Health Services Act (Welfare and Institutions C88e5850-
5883) establishes a comprehensive county interggenc
system for the delivery of mental health services t
emotionally and behaviorally disturbed children aimeir
families. The Act addresses the needs of childreating
high-risk criteria, including impairment in selffea school
functioning, family relationships, or ability torfation in the
community. Funding for these programs is provideder
Proposition 63, the Mental Health Services Act when
services under any other public or private insugaorcother
mental health or entittlement program is inadeqoate
unavailable.

For individuals over the age of 18, the Adult arldeéd Adult
Mental Health System of Care Act (Welfare and toittns
Code 88 5800-5815) funds and guides counties in
establishing comprehensive and coordinated systéms
care, including community-based treatment, outreach
services and other early intervention strategiase c
management, and interagency system componentsedqu




by adults and older adults with severe and pergistental
illness. The Act addresses the needs of adultsimyg@agh-
risk criteria, including behaviors that interfergstantially
with the primary activities of daily living, and wdh may
result in an inability to maintain stable adjusttnamnd
independent functioning without treatment, suppamtg
rehabilitation. The Department of Health Care #ewis
required to establish service standards that ersate
members of the target population are identified, services
provided to assist them to live independently, warkd
reach their potential as productive citizens. Hugdor
these programs is provided under Proposition @3Méantal
Health Services Act.

“Help schools address pervas
violence.”

California has extensive training to prevent andrass
violence in schools. Since 1997 California recuigach
public school to adopt a Comprehensive School $#&fetns
(Education Code 8§ 32280-32289); those plans nudseas
a myriad of issues including:

(1) An assessment of the current status of schosttwool-
related crime for each site;

(2) Identification of appropriate strategies andgrams
designed to maintain a high level of school sadety
development of the following procedures for commiia
with existing laws related to school safety:

¢ Child abuse reporting procedures.

« Disaster procedures, routine and emergency with
provisions for pupil with disabilities.

» Policies related to suspension, expulsion or
mandatory expulsion and other school-designate
serious acts which would lead to suspension or
expulsion.

* Procedures regarding teacher notification of
dangerous students pursuant to Education Code
49079.

e Sexual harassment policy pursuant to Education
Code, § 212.6 (b).

* Provisions of any school-wide dress code,
established pursuant to Education Code § 35183
that prohibits pupils from wearing “gang related
apparel,” if the school has adopted such a dress
code. Note: “Gang related apparel” must be defin
and is not be considered a protected form of spee

* Procedures for safe ingress and egress to and frg
school. Applies to pupils, parents, and school
employees.

« A safe and orderly environment conducive to
learning.

* Rules and procedures on school discipline adoptg

—
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pursuant to Education Code § 35291 and § 3529

L.5.




Procedures for reporting hate crimes.

“Train more than 5,000 additional men
health professionals to serve students g
young adults.”

Existing law already creates programs and incestige
ridaining additional mental health professionalsop®sition
63, the Mental Health Services Act (MHSA), requities
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Developmant
coordination with the California Mental Health Prémgy
Council, to develop a five-year education and tregn
development plan to remedy shortages of qualifiedtat
health professionals [Welfare and Institutions CSee.
5820-5822]. This plan includes expansion of edanat
capacity in needed fields, scholarship and loagifeness
programs for individuals committed to serving in
California’s public mental health system, and caree
development programs for mental health occupations.

“Launch a national conversation
increase understanding about mental
health.”

California voters already launched a statewide ewsation
about mental illness through passage of Proposi#ynhe
Mental Health Services Act. The stated purposb®fict is
“to define serious mental illness among childrefylts and
seniors as a condition deserving priority attentinaluding
prevention and early intervention services and nadind
supportive care.” Prevention and early interventio
programs created under Proposition 63 are designed
facilitate this dialog through their stated objees requiring
“outreach to families, employers, primary care tieaare
providers, and others,” “reduction in stigma assted with
either being diagnosed with a mental illness okisee
mental health services,” and “reduction in discriation
against people with mental illness.” The Legidlatfurther
promoted this conversation through passage of AOR 1
(Fletcher) (Resolution Chapter 110, Statutes o220&hich
recognized the week of May 20, 2012, through May 26
2012, as California Mental Health No Stigma Week.

“Finalize requirements for private hea
insurance plans to cover mental health.

AB 154 (Beall) (Chapter , Statutes of 2/) requires healt

' plans and health insurers that provide hospitatiioa or

surgical coverage to provide coverage for the diagnand
medically necessary treatment of a mental illnéssperson
of any age, including a child, under the same teants
conditions applied to other medical conditions.
Consequently, California already meets the reqergmof
the Affordable Care Act (Pub.L. 111-148) (Obamakare

“Make sure millions of Americar
covered by Medicaid get quality mental
health.”

All Medicaid and Medicaid Alternative Benefit pla
(including benchmark equivalent and Secretary-apgto
benchmark plans), Medi-Cal in California, are regdito
meet the provisions within the Mental Health Pa#itt of
1996 (MHPA, Pub.L. 104-204), as updated by the Paul
Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity an
Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (MHPAEA, Pub.L. 110-3%
regardless of whether services are delivered iragech care
or non-managed care arrangements. The applioation
MHPAEA to Medicaid non-managed care Alternative




Benefit plan benefits was effective on March 231@(
pursuant to the Affordable Care Act (Pub.L. 111)148

! “Now is the Time — The President’s Plan to Protéttdfen and Our Communities by Reducing Gun Viokshc
January 16, 2012vailable at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/fileséedbwh_now _is_the_time_full.pdf




